Finding and
Reading the Best
Sources

Th: research paper tests your ability to find and cite appropriate and rel-
evant sources. So your task is twofold: (1) you must read and personal-
Iy evaluate the sources for your own benefit as a writer, and (23 you mus!
present them to your reader in your text as validated andd authentic sources.

This chapter offers tips about selecting and using the sources. It culs to
the heart of the matter; How do T find the best sources? Should T read all or
ust part ol @ source? How da 1 respond to it? The chapter also demonstrates
how to write both an annotated bibliography and a review of the literature
on a limited opic

some student researchers photocopy entire journal articles and carry
armloads of books from the library. such diligence is misplaced. The quali-
1y of your citations far outweighs the quantity of your source marerials.

4a Finding the Best Source Materials

Be skeptical about accepting every printed word as being the truth. Con-
stantly review and verify 1o your own satisfaction the words of your sources
Use some of the following technigues for finding the most reliable sources.

Consulting with Your Instructor and the Librarians

(e not hesitate in asking your instruetor or the librarians for help in finding
sources, Instructors know the fcld. know the best writers, and can provide
1 brief list 1o get you started. Sometimes instructors will pull books from their
affice shelves o give you 4 starting point.

Librarians know the resources of the library. Their job is to serve your
needs. 1f you ask for help, they will often walk into the stacks with you to
find the appropriate reference hooks or relevant journal articles.
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Using Recent Sources

A book may look valuable, but it its copyright date is 1938 the content has
probably heen replaced by recent research and current developments. Sci-
entific and technical topics always require up-to-cite research, Learn o
consult monthly and quarterly journals as well as b ks,

Evaluating Internet Sources

The Tnternet supplies mammaoth amounts of material, some of it excellent
and some not so good, You must make judgments about the validity of these
materials, In addition o YOUr common sense judgment, here are a fow
guidelines:

L. Use the “edu” and ng" sites, These will be home Pages devel-

oped by an educational nstutition, such as Ohio Staie University,

or by a professional organization, such as the American

Psychological Association. The “BOvT (government) and “mil”

(military) sites usually have reliable materials, The “com” (com-

mercial} sites become SUSpECt.

Look for the professional affiliation of the writer, which vou will

find in the opening credits or in an E-mail acldress.

3. A hibliography that dccomprnics the article will usually indicare
the scholarly nature of this w riter’s work,

4. Be wary of usenet discussion grou s Some of these people are
just airing complaints without sound and fundamental evidence
o support their opinions,

5. Treat E-mail messages as “mail not scholarly anticles,

6. Access the hypertext links 1o other professional sites. However,
i your search of new sites remember that many commereigl Siles
want to sell vou something,

[

Using Journals Rather than Magazines

Bewure of hiased feporting. In general, scholarly journals offer more reliahle
evidence than popular ma gazines. The authors of Jjournals write for acade-
mic honor, and they document all sourees, In addition, journal writers pub-
lish through university presses aned academic organizations that reguire
every article to pass the scrutiny of a jury of eritics before its publication. A
iournal article about child abyse found in Chikd LDevetopment or in Journal
of Marviage cone the Family should be reliable, A nagazine article about child
abuse in a sunday newspaper supplement or in 4 popular magarine may he
less reliable in its facts and opinions,

Usually, but not in “Very case. you can identify a journal in these ways:

L. The journal does nor have a colorful cover: in fact, the wble of
contents is often displayed on the cover
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2. There are no colorful graphics and photography to introduce
exch article, just a title and name of the author

3. The word journal often appears in the tide (e.g., The fournal of
Suciology).

The vearly issues of a journal are bound into a book,

3. Usually, the pages of a journal are numbered continuously
through all issues for a year (tunlike magazines which are always
paged anew with each issue).

O, Your can find a journal article with just the volume number and
the page numbers. You can best find a magazine article with
day/month/vear and the page numbers.

Using Scholarly Books Rather than Trade Books
and Encyclopedias

Like journal articles, scholarly books are subjected to careful review before
publication. They are published because they give the very best treatment
on a subject. They are not published to make money: in fact, many schol-
arly books lose money for the publishers. Scholarly books, including text-
books, treat academic topics with in-depth discussions and careful docu-
mentation of the evidence, A college library is a repository for scholarly
books—rechnical and scientific works, doctoral dissertations, publications of
the university presses, and many extbooks.

Trade books are published to make money for the authors and the pub-
lishers, They seldom treat with depth any scholarly subject. Heoaw to Lawnich
o Swethl Business or Lanescaping with Rocls are typical titles ol nonfiction
trade books o be found in book stores, not in a college library Calthough
public libwaries often have vast holdings in trade books).

Encyclopedias, by design, contain briel survevs of every well-known
person, event, place, and accomplishment. They will serve you well during
preliminary investigation, but most instructors prefer that you go beyond en-
cyvclopedias in order o cite from scholarly books and journal anicles,

Using Biographies to Evaluate an Author
You mayv need to search out information about an author for several reasons:

1. To verify the standing and repunation of somebody that vou want
o paraphrase or quote in your paper,

2. To provide biographical details in vour introduction, For exam-
ple, the primary topic may be Carl Jung's psychological theories
of the unconscious, but some information about Jung's carcer
might be appropriate in the paper.

3. To discuss a creative writer's life in relation to his or her work.
Thar is, Joyee Carol Ouates’s personal life may shed some light on
vour reading of her stories or novels,
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You can learn about a writer and his or her work on the Internet or in
a printed biography. Al a scarch engine, such as Alta Vista, just type in the
name of an author and sce what develops. The best writers will usually have
several sites devoted o them with articles by and about them.

The librarian can help you find appropriate printed biographies, such as
these:

Contemparary Authors, a set of biographics on contemporary writers

Dictionary of American Negro Biography, a review of writers and im-
portant figures in African-American history

Wha's Who fin Philosophy, a list and discussion of the best writers and
thinkers in the field

You can find reference works similar 10 these three books for almost every
feld. Appendix A, pages 333-00, lists many of them.

Conducting a Citation Search

Citation searching discovers authors who have been cited repeatedly in the
literatare, For example, one writer located the same name, Keagan, /., in the
bibliographies of three articles (see Figure 25). That information signals Ka-
gan’s importance o research in this area. The student researcher would be
wise (o read Kagan's marerial.

You should search several biblingraphies and mark your bibliography
cards with stars or circles each time 1 source is cited. Two or more stars will
suggest must reading. The sources themselves have suggested a few im-
portant books and articles. Three citation indexes will do some of this work
for vou:

Arts erndd Humaiities Citation ndex CATTCTH 197 7=dae,
Science Citalion Mdex (50T 196 1—date.
Social Sciences Citation Tndex (5501 1900=ckte,

Examining the Book Reviews

Whenever ane book serves as the cornerstone [or vour research, you can test
its critical reputation by reading a review or two. Two works provide sum-
maries and critical points of view:

Book Review Digest. New York: H. W, Wilson, 1905=cate,
Arranged alphabetically by author, this work provides an evalua-
tion of several thousand books cach vear, It features summarics
and brief quatations from the reviews to uncover the critical re-
ception of the work.

The Booklisi. Chicago: American Library Assn.. 1905—darte.
A monthly magazine that reviews new books for librarians. This
work includes brief summaries and recommendations.
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Gl 5. & Folkes, VoS (19900 Aiteiberion theory: Appli
cotions fo achiveement, mental bealth, and interpeisan
af congfict. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbsm,

Kagan, J., Kearsley, R B., & Zelazo, P. R. (1978). njancy: s
place i bromrein deceloprment. Cambridge, MA; Harvard
Uiniversity Press,

Tewvy, DL M. (19571 Studies in sibling rivalry. Research
Monograpls, American {JI'IIFGPh:l'c'fJE'(if?'F{' Assoclation

Kagan, | 41988 The apertzore of the child, New York: Basic.

Kagan, 1. (19921 Yosterday s premises, Omormow’s promises.
Devetopomerifal Pepcholog), 24 LT

Kagan 1. (19040, Gredlen's prophbey: Tewperament fn brenscen
e, Mew York: Basic

Kagan, [, Rossman, B. L, Day, D, Alben, .. & Phillips, W,
(19640, Information processing in the child: Significance
of analytie and reflective suiudes. Poychologice! M-
prapbs, FHOWhole No, 5780,

Goldsmith, H. H., & Rothbart, M. K (1992). Labordlory
Temperament Assessmen! Battery (LARBTAR) Pre- and
Lowomotor Versions, University of Oregon.

Fagan, ]. (1984), The nedire af the clld, MNew York: Basic

Hoaaks, Figure 25
‘Kochanska, G. (19935, Toward a H}'n[.l_‘u..'-t:il:_i of parental social- From Child Develop-
ization and child emperament in early development of e ;99?'_ffr‘mur
conscience, Chifd Develofmnent, G4, 325-347. e.--%m appears in three
different bibliog-
Fedfalafies.

Other reviews are hidden here and there in magazines and journals. To find
them, use one of the following indexes:

Book Review Index. Detroit: Gale, himonthly.
This work indexes reviews in 225 magazines and journals.

hidex to Book Reviews in the Humanities, Williimston, Michigan:
Phillip Thompson Publ., annually.
This index to reviews in humanities periodicals has entries listed
by author, title, and then reviewer.

Index to Book Reviews in the Social Sciences, Williamston, Michigan:
Phillip Thompson Publ., annually.
This index to reviews in social science periodicals has entries list-
ed by author, title, and then reviewer.

Curreni Book Review Citations. New York: H, W, Wilson, annually,
This work gives an author-title index to book reviews published in
more than 1,000 periodicals.

The sample page of Book Rervew Digest shown in Figure 26 shows you the
type of information available in a review of books. After bibliographic details,
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it summarizes the book and then provides the reviews, one from Boolbfist and
another from the Librery fourial, Both reviewers give a positive response to
the hook, so a researcher could feel good about using it as a source.

|| MONROE, PAULA ANN. Lefi-hrain finance for right-brain
people; @ money goide for the creatively inelined.
2oy il pa $15.95 1990 sourcebonks

7 352024 1 Persomal finance 2 Investments 3, In- |
surance . Estate plhnning. [
[SON 1-5707 1-050-2 () [LCo5 8251 ——3
SUMMARY: Focusing on personal financial plannimg, the
4 author discusses “deliming cne's financial goals, learning

how money gets spent and made, and protecting one’s
asstels.” T Booklisth Indes.

REVIEW: Bookfia 02 plasd My 15 960 Brad Hooper
{1

“With this extremely helphul book in hand, the sensitive
artiste who can barely keep o checkbook balanced can
g come up with o personal linaneial piciare and plan, With
neither condescension nor jargon, Monroe, a righi-brainer
hersell, addresses those with linle or noexperivnoe m or
inclination for Anancial issues, guiding thent in establishing
A pertect
prulslic by purchase for the business collection™
REVIEW; Libr/ w121 pl0o My 1 90, Joseph Basth C100w)

“admed a0 the gquaniciively challenged, this excellen
Finameial planning guide makes liberal use of graphics w
illustrate the important Pae—lers face it—dull essentials of
Finance, Monroe, formerly amnd English teacher and

a complete financial progran o emselves.

§— presenily a financial planner, siesses the need 1w set
noncial poals. She then meats each significant financial
obstacle confronting individuals, providing, for instance, o
helpful explimation of the coonsmic advantage of home
cwenership. . This is a useful introductory Hitke for mei-

vidhzls o cither brann crientation.”

Figure 26

From Book Review Digest, {90700 Author and title, (20 Dewey
catll aamiber aned subyject entries fir card cotelog 30 Liliery of
Cotggeess ool wemher (480 First enbry is a deseription of the weork
£3) Booklist's ecaliation of the book (6 Library Tourmnal™s
ergluetivne of the Dok

4b Reading All or Part of a Source

Confronted by several hooks and articles, many writers have trouble deter-
mining the value of material and the contribution it will make to the research
paper. To save e, you must be selective in vour reading. To serve your
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reader, you must cite carefully selected material that is pertinent to the ar-
gument. Avoid dumping huge blocks of quotation into the paper because
voll will lose your voice as the writer,

Evaluating an Article

1.

a.

The title. Look for key words that have relevance to your topic
before you start reading the article. For example, Children and
Parents may look ideal for child abuse research until you read
the subtitle: Children and Parents: Growing up in New Guined.
An abstreece. I an abstract is available on CD-ROM or on an ab-
stracting service (e.g., Psychological Abstracts), read it before go-
ing in search of the printed article. If a printed article is preced-
ed by an abstract, read it first. Reading an abstract is the best way
to ascertain if an essay or a book will serve your specific needs.
The opening paragraphs. I the opening of an article shows no
relevance o your study, abandon it

Each topic sentence of paragraphs of the body, These first sen-
tences of each paragraph will give you a digest of the author’s
main points. See Figure 27 for an article highlighted in vital places.

. The closing peragraphs. 1f the opening of an anicle seems

promising, skim the closing for relevance, Read the entire article
only if this survey encourages you,

Author eredils. Learn something about the credientials of the au-
thor. Magazine amicles often provide brief hiographical profiles of
authors, The backs of book jackets ofien do the same. Even
journal amieles will include the author's academic affiliation ancd
some credits. Internet home pages provide the same sort of in-
formation.

Evaluating a Book

A book requires you to check several additional items:

1.

I

The table of contents. A book's table of contents may reveal
chapters that pertain 1o your opic. Often, only one chapter is
useful, For example, Richard Ellmann's book Oscar Wilde has
one chapter, “The Age of Dorian,” devoted to Wilde's book The
Picture of Dorian Gray. If vour research focuses on this novel,
then the chapter, not the entire book, will demand your attention.

. The book jacket, if one is available. For example, the jacket w

Richard Ellmann’s Oscer Wilde says:

Ellmann's Oscar Wilde has been almost twenty years in work,
and it will stand, like his universally admired James Joyce, as the
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Second thoughts about
integration

Black ambivealence abou!
busing bes less to do with
fdeology than with residts

By Jerelyn Eddings

ince court-ordersd school T l.-iiﬂf_‘.!

hegan in 1971, 0t has heen the sub- |
ject of rancorous debate. Many white
opponents have decricd busing as
too disruptive 10 neighborhoods,
while black communities ancd civil
[rights activists hailed it as the only
solution 1o separate and  unceqgual
school systems, Now there's o new
rwist: A numibier of black leaders are
pushing Lo jetlison using and get out
of the desegregation business. Frus
triteel with the slow pace of progress
in their schools, prominent hlacks in
places as varied as Prince George's
County, Md., Yonker, WY, and Seat- |
tle are challenging the old line on
busing: Better 1o spend scant re
(sources on improving their schools,

[they argue, than on chasing the rain-
| - i
il](]‘.\. of intearation.

Even the National Associaton for
the Advancement of Colored People,
wlhose name is synonymeous with the

Willizims baed promised o major de-
bate on the subject ar the organies-
tion's annual convention in Pittsburgh
last week, but then backed off. She
used her keynote address instead 1o
make o finn statement in support of
the “ruts"
trving Lo divide the organiation.

Eainst

intessration—and

The tensicns thar had been sim-

mering below the surface since the
rmaack fircd two local presidents For
arguing against busing were in full

view at the convention.{In o letter dis-

tributed to convention  delegates,
Robert H. Rabinson, one of the oust-
col presidents, argued: “The Nasce es-
]
ments for descoregation that it mede
in the 19505,

slishment is using the same argu

Demographic changes.  Al-
though it is mking place within the
comtext of a krger debate about inte-
gration vs. separatism, the new bus-
ing controversy i less about political
philosophy than about practical con-
cerns like the quality of schools and
the best use of scant educational re-
SOUMCES.

Twenty-live vears ago, Prince
Cieorae’s County was o mostly whine,
Lrgely rural jurisdiction with o racial
past so biner that blacks referred 1o
1972, the

it as “livtle Georgia.” [ In

light for descgresdion, appears lom

an the issue, |[Chairman Myrlie Evers-

soaacr won o school desegregation
cuse dgainst the county, and the
sehool system has been operating un-

Figure 27
Article with fighlighting o the apeiing. the tofiic senmtences, and 1he closing,
tnource: 08 News & Wiadef Neport, July 25, 1907

definitive life. The book’s emotional resonance, its riches of au-
thentic color and conversation, and the sulztlety of its critical illu-
minations give dazzling life to this portrait of the complax man, the
charmer, the great playwright, the daring champion of the primacy
aof art.

such information can stimulate your reading and note aking
from this important bool,
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der court orders 1o hus students ever
since.

But husing in Prince George's|
may no longer make sense, as thel

area has undergone a dramatic de-|

| away from trving o avoid “separate”

Retter education. In  places|
such as these, the focus is shifting

schools and toward efforts to achieve
“egual” ones instead.|“The issue with

mographic .k:hiﬁ.['i'hx: COLNTY o

hoasts one of the largest middle-class,
African-American populations in the
country, and the school svatem is 73
percent black. As a resuly, busing pro-
grams that once carried black st-
dents to white neighborhoods nosw
often simply move them from one
Mk neighborhood to another. “Bus-
ing was useful in the early years, bt
noww the black population is oo
large.” savs school board Chairman
kenneth Johnson,

While demographic  changes
have undermined busing's popularity
in Prince George's and other "white
Might™ communitics, the main reuson
Fow the groswing ambivalence toward
busing is that it often hasn't mised

educational achicvement | In Yonkers,

MY, for example, blacks still score
nesarly twvo grade levels below whires
on stanclardized wsis o decade afier @
federal court ordered busing; as a re-
sult, an effort is underway in Yonkers
to o away with busing. Similarly, in
seattle, the new schoal superinten-
dent—[ochn Standord, an African-
Americian retired Army general—has
maintined thar basing is doing noth-
Mg Lo Iprove lest scores,

the maace is that some of the mem-
hership is saving we can’t just keep

Lilve 1o
put saome emphasis on improving

emphasizing integration, We

schools and the economic life of the
black community, and T think frankly
that most of the people within the
rascrk realize that,” savs Alvin Pous-
saint, a Harvard University professor
ancd expert on racial attinucdes,

Prince George's is irving 1o win

court approval o replace busing with
a new plan that concentrates  on
huilding and improving neighbor-
hood schonls.

“We need o look at
what busing was intended o do”

says the school board's Johnson, *l
wits never about black Kids siting
next e white Kids; it was about an in-
couitable distribution of resources.”

"We need to redefine what de-
segregation s, sals Alvin Thornmon,
who devised  the  neighborhood-
schools plan. "IUs about making 1the
black tht
means cducating them in schools that

happen o be all black.”

child  whole—uceven il

Werds fecininye Thornion
el Serhra Mureen:

3. The forereord, preface, or Grtrodicction, Often an author's preface
or intredliction serves as o critical overview of the entire boolk,
pinpointing the primary subsject of the wxt and the particular ap-
proach ol this author. Read an awhor's preface o find a statement
of purpose or an author's perspective on the subject. For exam-
ple, Ellmann opens his books Oscar Wilde by saying:

Oscar Wilde: we have only to hear the great name to anticipate
that what will be quoted as his will surprise and delight us. Among

91
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the writers identified with the 1890s, Wilde is the only one whom
everyone still reads. The various labels that have been applied to
lhe age-—Aestheticism, Decadence, the Beardsley period—ought
not to conceal that fact that our first association with it is Wilde, re-
fulgent, majestic, ready to fall,

Such an introduction describes the nature of the book: Ellmann
will portray Wilde as the dominating literary figure of the 1890s,
A foreword is often written by somebody other than the author,
It is often insightful and worthy of quotation.

4. The frdex. A book's frdey will list names and terminology with
page numbers for all items mentioned within the text. For ex-
ample, the index o Oscar Wilde lists about eighty items for The
Picture of Dorian Gray, among them:

writing of, 310-14; possible sources
for, 311; W’s Preface 1o, 311, 315,
322, 333 homosexuality and, 312,
318 magazine publication of, 312,
319, 320, W's scll-image in, 312, 319,
literature and painting in, 312-131;
underlying legend of, 314-15

The index, by virtue of its detailed listing, has determined the relevance of
the book w your research.

4c Responding to the Sources

After you find source material relevant to your subject, vou must responc in
several ways:

Read the marerial.

As yvou read, write notes that record key ideas.

Write notations on the margins of photocopicd materials.
Cutline the key ideas of an aricle.

Write a précis (see definition on page 94) to summarize the
whole.

6. Identify the source information and relevant page numbers.

L

=l __.L;

Selecting Key Ideas for Your Notes

In many instances you may borrow only one idea from a source that vou can
rephrase into your own words. One student borrowed from a portion of a
bulletin on air bag safery.
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is
considering new rules to minimize the dangers of air bags to children and
small adults, while preserving the lifesaving benefit of the devices.

Calling for a phase-in of smart air bag technology, the proposal also
contains more immediate measures such as enhanced warning labels and
a reduction in the deployment force of bags.

New Rules Proposed by NHTSA
to Reduce Dangers of Air Bags

Smart Technology

“Smart” air bag technology will allow the deployment force of the bag
lo be determined by factors such as the weight or position of the occupant. Use this
Development of the technology has been underway for some time, and ideal
Mercedes has already introduced a Seiman system which can detect the
presence of a child safety seat in the front passenger position and disable
the air bag.|

Depowering

NHTSA will propose a reduction of between 20-35 percent of the
deployment force of air bags until smart technology is in place. The agency
believes this action will reduce the incidence of injury and improve the
performance of air bags for belted occcupants including children, individuals
with acute medical conditions and small-stature adults, while still providing
significant protection for unbelted occupants.

Options for Owners

NHTSA will alse propose allowing dealers to deactivate the air bags
of any vehicle owner who requests it, such as families who need to have
children in the front seat for medical monitoring purposes, car pools with
front-seated children, short-stature individuals and others who have rea-
sonable concerns about a potantial danger....

Rather than copy the entire piece or copy the one paragraph, the researcher
read first, related the reading o her thesis and her own outline, and wrote
this summary:

From “New Rules,” page 1

Technology is now being developed for the automatic disabling of

an air bag when it detects a child or small adult in the seat,

The writer has selecred only a small portion of the rext for her notes, that
which relates to technological advances.
Outlining the Key Ideas of a Source

Most books have a table of contents which outlines the basic ingredients of
the book. Consult it Tor issues that deserve yvour critical reading, In the case
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of an essay, you can frame your own outline to capture an author's prima-
ry themes; that is, list the main ideas and subtopics to show the hierarchy of
issues, (o identify parallel parts, and to locate supporting ideas. The goal is
ta discover the author's primary and secondary ideas. The outline of the
“New Rules” article might look like this:

MNew Rules for Air Bags
Smart technology
Detects position
Detects weight
Detects child safety seat
Depowering the bags
Reduce deployment power
Malke a 20-35 percent reduction
(zive options to owners
Allow them to deactivate
For children
For medical monitoring
For short-statured individuals

Such an outline gives the researcher a clear overview of the issues.
Making Notations on Photocopied Materials

Avoid making marks on library books and magazines, but do make margin-
al notes in vour own books and magazines or on photocopied materials. Un-
derline sentences, circle key ideas, ask questions, and react with your own
Comiments.,

Writing a Summary or a Précis

A semmary condenses into a brief note the general nature of a source. In
some cases you might use the summary in your paper, but more than anything
else it serves to remind you later on about the source’'s relevance to your study.
Note this example of a semmary and compare it with the precis below:

From “New Rules,” page 1

NHTSA wants smart technology to detect little people in the seats,
to put less power in the air bag, and to give more options for aute
owners to deactivate air bags.

For further details about writing a summary, see Section Se, page 114.

A précis is a highly polished summary, one that you can transfer to your
paper or use in an annotated bibliography. It often uses direct quotation
from the original source. Use the précis to review a piece of writing or to
write a plot summary.
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From “New Rules,” page 1

MNHTSA asks for “smart” air bags that will “allow the deployment
force of the bag to be determined by factors such as the weight or
position of the cecupant” (1), Tt suggests reducing the deployment
force of air bags by 20-35 percent. It also recommends that
dealers be permitted to “deactivate the air bags of any vehicle
owner who requests it"” (1)

For further details and examples, see Section Sf, pages 115-17.

4d Selecting a Mix of Both Primary
and Secondary Sources

Primery sources are the original words of a writer, The primary sources in-
clude novels, speeches, eyewitness accounts, letters, autobiographies, inter-
views, or the results of original research. Feel free to quote often from a pri-
mary source because it has direct relevance o your discussion. If you
examine @ poem by Dylan Thomas, vou must quote the poem. If you ex-
amine Bill Clinton's domestic policies on health care, you must quote from
White House documents,

The best evidence you can offer, when writing about a poem, story,
novel, or drama, will be the words of the author. Therefore, quote often
from rthese works in order o defend the thesis of a literary paper. The
same 15 true with a history paper, in which vou should cite the words of
the key figure, whether it be Thomas Jefferson, Marie Antoinette, or
Rarl Marx,

In the social sciences your best evidence will be found in the wording
of original case studies and reports of social workers and psychiatrists. In a
similar fashion, education will offer test data, interviews, pilot studies, and
other forms of primary information. Thus, every discipline will offer vou
plenty of primary source material, as shown on page 96.

Secondary sonrces are writings about the primary sources, about an au-
thor, ar about somebody’s accomplishments. Examples of secondary sources
are a report on a presidential speech, a review of new scientific findings, or
an analysis of o poem. A biography provides a second-hand view of the life
of a notable person. A history bhook interprets events. These evaluations,
analyses, or interpretations provide ways of looking at original, primary
SOUICes,

Do not quote too liberally from secondkry sources. Be selective, Use a
well-worded sentence, not the entire paragraph. Incorporate a key phrase
into vour text, not eight or nine lines. (See “Selecting Key Tdeas,” 92-93,)

The subject area of a research paper determines in part the nature of the
source materials, Use the chart on page 96 as a guide:




Finding and Reading the Best Sonrces

Citing from Primary and Secondary Sources

Literature

Government
Paolitical Science
History

Social Sciences

Sciences

Fine Arts

Business

Education

Primary Sources

Novels, poems, plays,
short stories, letters,
diaries, manuscripts, auto
biographies, films, videos
of live performances

Speeches, writings by
presidents and others, the
Congressional Record, and
reports of agencies and
departments, documents
written by historic figures

Case studies, findings from
surveys and guestion-
naires; repors of social
workers, psychiatrists, and
lab technicians

Tools and methods, exper-
iments, findings from tests
and experiments, observa-
tions, discoveries, and test
patterns

Films, paintings, music,
sculptures as well as re-
productions and synopses
of these for research pur-
poses

Market research and test-
ing, technical studies and
investigations, drawings,
designs, models, memo-
randums and letters, com-
puter data

Pilot studies, term pro-
jects, sampling results,
tests and test data, sur-
veys, interviews, observa-
tions, statistics, and com-
puter data

Secondary Sources

Journal amticles, reviews,
biographies, critical
books about writers and
their works

Newspaper reports,
NEWws magazines,
political journals and
newsletters, journal arti-
cles, history books

Commentary and evalua-
tions in reports, docu-
ments, journal anticles,
and books

Interpretations and
discussions of test data
as found in journals and
books (scientific books,
which are quickly dated,
are less valuable than
up-to-date journals)

Evaluations in journal
articles, critical reviews,
biographies, and critical
baoks about the authors
and their works

Discussion of the busi-
ness world in news-
papers, business mag-
azines, journals,
government documents,
and books

Analysis and evaluation
of educational experi-
mentation in journals,
pamphlets, books, and
reports
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4e Preparing an Annotated Bibliography

An annofation is a summary of the contents of a book or article. A bibliog-
."ﬁfh‘l_]' is a list of sources on a selected tapic, Thus, an annotated hih]iugl‘:b
phy does two important things: (1) it gives a bibliographic entry to all your
sources, and (2) it summarizes the contents of each book or article, The
annotated hibliography will evaluate the strength of vour sources,

= For instructions on writing an annotation, see 5t “Using the Précis
to Write an Annotated Bibliography,” page 116,

= For instructions on writing the citation to a source in MLA stvle see
Chapter 9 tfor other styles, consult Chapters 10-11).

Note: This writer chose the Arial font for developing the paper and used ital-
ic lettering rather than underscoring. You may also prepare vour paper in this
fashion: that is, you are not required to use the Courier font for all of your
papers.

Annotated Bibliography

Clark, Charles 5. "Pursuing the Paranormal.” The CQ Researcher 6.12
(29 Mar. 1996): 265-288. Clark explores the new interest in
paranormal activity and unexplained phenomena ranging from UFO
sightings to alien abduction testimonials to psychic abilities. This
new interest in the paranormal is attributed by Clark to the high
level of mistrust in government, which is due in part to the decade-
old rumors about the coverup of the Roswell Incident. A brief
chronology of paranormal activity from the 1940 to 1996 is given,
as well as annotated bibliographical information on sources
pertaining to paranormal activity.

Headguarters United States Air Force. The Roswell Report: Fact Versus
Fiction in the New Mexico Desert. D301.82/7:R73. Washington:
GPO, 1995. In an attempt to end rumors of government conspiracy,
this is the first official report on the "Roswell Incident” issued by the
Department of the Air Force regarding the alleged UFO crash in
Roswell, New Mexico. The report contains Colonel Richard L.
Weaver's report of Air Force research and a synopsis of balloon
research findings. A number of interviews with and statements of
airmen stationed at Roswell in 1947 are also disclosed.

Hesemann, Michael and Philip Mantle. Beyond Roswell: The Alien
Autopsy Film, Area 51, & the U.S. Government Coverup of UFQOs.
New York: Marlowe, 1997. This book by a cultural anthropologist,
Hesemann, and the Director of Investigations for the British UFO
Research Association, Mantle, delves into the specifics of the
Roswell UFO crash and the alien autopsy that followed. A number
of eyewitness accounts and affidavits are included to provide
support for the argument that such an event actually occurred and
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to prove the contradictions present in the official Air Force report on
the subject.

“Interview with Carl Sagan, Author, Astronomer” NOVA Online. 1996. 31

July 1997 {http:/fwww.pbs.orgiwgbhipages/nova/aliens/
carlsagan.html). In this interview, the fact that Sagan believes in
extraterrestrial life is evident; however, he is skeptical of “alien
abductions.” Sagan fails to see psychological evidence as being
proof that such events have occurred and rather sees the lack of
physical evidence as proof that they did not occur He says of two
believers in alien abductions, John Mack and Budd Hopkins, that
they “want the validation of science” without the “standards of
evidence.”

“Interview with John Mack, Psychiatrist, Harvard University.” NOVA

Oniine. 1996. 31 July 1997 (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pagesinova/
aliens/johnmack html). Not only does Mack believe in
exiralerrestrial life, but he also believes that aliens have visited
earth and abducted human beings. The basis of his belief lies in
the numerous interviews with abductees in which comman
experiences are described and common injuries are evident. In the
interview, Mack gives the details of the commonalities of abductees
that provide the foundation for his belief in such occurrences,

Naeye, Robert. “OK, where are they?" Astronomy 24.7 (July 1996): 36+.

“Pall:

“Pall:

InfoTrac: Expanded Academic Index. CD-ROM. Information
Access. July 1997 Naeye writes that there is little scientific
evidence to support the hypothesis that intelligent forms of life
exist on other planets in the universe. Having only life on earth to
study, scientists consider the fundamental characteristics of life on
this planet to be universal. When these fundamental
characteristics are combined with the theories of the evolution of
life, there is little scientific basis for the belief that intelligent life
actually exists elsewhere in the universe.

Most in U.S. Believe in Space Life.” Yahoo! News. 28 July 1997, 319
July 1997 (http:/lwww.yahoo.com/headlines/970828/news/stories/
space_1.html}. This news slory gives the statistical findings of a
Harris poll released Monday, July 28, 1997. The poll of 1,002 adults
was taken between July 9 and 14; it revealed that the belief in
intelligent life in space has increased from fifty-three to fifty-nine
percent since last year. Other specific statistical information is also
included where space exploration is concerned.

U.S. Hiding Knowledge of Aliens.” CNN Interactive. 15 June 1987,
31 July 1997 (hllp;mmvw.cnn.coma‘USrQ?UﬁJ15ful’0.polffindeu.html}.
The statistic that eighty percent of Americans think that the
government is hiding knowledge of extraterrestrial life forms is
included in this report of a CNN/Time poll released July 15th. Other
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statistical data includes the belief of sixty-four percent that aliens
have contacted humans and the belief of fifty percent that aliens
have abducted humans. Statistical data on the Roswell incident and
personal knowledge of alien encounters is also included.

Rayl, A.J.S. “Inside the Military UFO Underground.” Omni 16.7 (Apr.
1994): 48+, InfoTrac: Expanded Academic Index. CD-ROM.
Information Access. July 1997 In 1969, the U.S. Government
abandoned unidentified flying object research; however, three
insiders give testimony in this article to the contrary. Robert Q.
Dean, retired Command Sergeant Major; Bob Lazar, independent
contract scientist and businessman; and Charles |. Halt, retired
United States Air Force Colonel, report that underground
investigations are still being conducted by the U.S. Government. In
this article, the claims, backgrounds, and stories of these three
men are reported, as well as critical and official responses to their
claims.

“Roswell Report: Case Closed.” Air Force Web Informaltion Service, 24
June 1997. 31 July 1997 (http2//www.af. milfllib/roswell/), In this
executive summary, the release of a second report on the "Roswell
Incident” is discussed. This report, “The Roswell Report: Case
Closed,” discloses the Air Force activities and experiments
conducted on the base at Roswell, New Mexico, in an attempt to
disprove claims of a governmental cover-up of UFO activity and
“alien bodies.” The web page summarizes the conclusions drawn
from documented research.

Stacy, Dennis. "Cosmic Conspiracy: Six Decades of Government UFQ
Cover-Ups.” Omni 16.7 (Apr. 1994): 34+, SIRS Researcher on the
Web. 31 July 1987 (http:/iresearcher.sirs.com/cgi-bin/res-article-
display?4PR0O30A). In this article, Stacy follows the reported
incident of a UFQO crash in Roswell, New Mexico, and the recovery
of the debris by the Army Air Corps. In addition, he examines the
information on Project Blue Book released by the U.S. Government,
Interviews with many believers in the conspiracy to coverup
knowledge of alien encounters are also included in the article.

4f Preparing a Review of the Literature
on a Topic

The review of literature presents a set of summaries in essay form for two
PurpHoses,

L. It helps you investigate the opic because it forces vou 1o exams-
ine and then o show how cach source addresses the problem.
Note: Do not simply list summaries of the sources without rela-
ing each source o yvour thesis.
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2. It organizes and classifies the sources in some reasonable man-
ner for the benefit of the reader.

The essay below introduces the issue of alien life forms, discusses the de-
bate, sets science against psychiatry, and offers a summary,

To write summaries of your key sources, see Section Se, page 114,

To blend source material into your survey, see Section 7a, pages
156-57.

To write the hibliography entries, see Chapter 9, pages 233-72.

Bonds 1
Leigh Bonds
English 101
24 October 1997
Selected Review of Literature:
Is the Earth Being Visited by Intelligent Alien Life Forms?

According to a CNN poll taken on June 15, 1997, eighty percent of
Americans feel that the government is hiding knowledge of the
existence of extraterrestrial life forms and sixty-four percent believe that
aliens have contacted humans. According to Gallup polls, over twenty-
three million people in the United States believe they have seen UFOs
and about two percent of the population believe themselves to be
abductees. With the numbers of believers in the existence of intelligent
exlraterrestrial life increasing from fifty-three to fifty-nine percent from
1996 to 1997, the guestion must ultimately surface: Is the earth being
visited by intelligent life forms?

The purpose of this survey is to examine two of the numerous
debates over alien encounters. The first involves the reports on the
“Roswell incident" and UFO research issued by the U.S. Government,
which has spawned a debate between those who stand by these
reports and those who feel that these reports are merely coverups
withhelding of the actual truth. The second places the theories of
science against the findings of psychiatry in a debate over the
substantiality of alien encounter allegations.

The Debate Over Roswell

In 1995, the Headquarters of the United States Air Force released
The Roswell Reporl: Fact Versus Fiction in the New Mexico Desert. This
report, compiled by Colonel Richard L. Weaver and First Lieutenant
James McAndrew, addressed the request made by Representative
Steven H. Schiff for information on the alleged UFO crash in Roswell in
1947. The report concluded that there was no evidence that a UFO had
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Bonds 2

crashed at Roswell, and rather, it was a classified, experimental weather
balloon, Project MOGUL, designed for almospheric monitoring.

According to the “Roswell Report: Case Closed” web site, the
Headquarters of the United States Air Force released a second report
on the Roswell incident on June 24, 1997, that shares the name of the
web site. The report supports the claims of the first report that the Air
Force was engaged in high-allitude balloon experimentation. However,
this report adds that the “aliens” observed al Roswell were, in fact,
anthropomorphic test dummies, and that the military units previously
thought to arrive at the base to retrieve the UFO wreckage were in fact
engaged in the anthropomorphic dummy recovery operations.

In the April 1994 issue of OMMI, an article appeared entitled
“Inside the Military UFQ Underground.” Having claimed to abandon
UFO research in 1969, the United States government continued to
conduct underground investigations on the matter according to three
informants interviewed in this article. With one informant being a
propulsion system engineer and the other two being highly ranked
military personnel, credibility is lent to their stories. An official response,
which is essentially no response, follows each story along with a critical
statement by personnel from the Center for UFO Studies.

In the same issue of OMNI, another article entitled "Cosmic
Conspiracy: Six Decades of Government UFO Cover-Ups” analyzes the
story issued by the Air Force involving the Roswell incident. The article
builds upon the statement made by Colonel William Blanchard to the
Roswell Daily Record for July 8, 1947 that the intelligence office of the
509th Bomb Group "was fortunate enough to gain possession of a disc
through the cooperation of local ranchers and the Sheriff's office of
Chaves County.” Opinions of both skeptics and supporters of the
government’s report on Project Blue Book are included in the article.

In the March 29, 1996, CQ Researcher, skepticism is voiced by
Richard Hall, chairman of the Washington, D.C.-area Fund for UFO
Research, where the Air Force's report on Roswell is concerned. He
refers to the article as a “terrible example of overkill” designed by its
size to discourage the public from analyzing its argument. He says that
the balloons were actually launched long after 1947, and that the
eyewitness accounts can hardly be discounted.

The book Beyond Roswell examines all of the information known
about the Roswell incident from that released by the U.S. Government to
a number of written affidavits and eyewitness accounts of what
occurred after the bright lights were spotted in the sky on July 4.
Believing that the alien autopsy film, the Santilli film, that aired on the
FOX network two years ago was real, Hesemann and Mantle interview
numerous individuals who corroborate the story that alien bodies were
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Bonds 3

extracted from the UFO wreckage sight and that autopsies were
performed on these lifeless forms.

Science v. Psychiatry

On the side of science is the prominent astronomer Carl Sagan.
In an interview for the PBS television show, NOVA, Sagan's belief in
extraterrestrial life is evident; however, he is skeptical of the increasing
numbers of allegations of “alien abductions.” Sagan sees the lack of
physical evidence that such events occur as being the proof to refute
them and fails to see psychological evidence as being proof that such
events have occurred. He says of two believers in alien abductions,
John Mack and Budd Hopkins, they “want the validation of science”
without the “standards of evidence.”

In an article entitied “OK, where are they?,” Robert Naeye
searches for scientific evidence to support the hypothesis that
extraterrestrial life exists. Naeye comes to the conclusion that there is
actually very little scientific evidence to support the hypothesis that
intelligent forms of life exist on other planets in the universe. Scientists
consider the fundamental characteristics of life on this planet to be
universal: therefore, the absence of many of these fundamentals on
other planets makes life, as science knows it, to be improbable. When
these fundamental characteristics are combined wilh the theories of the
evolution of life, there is little scientific basis for the belief that intelligent
life actually exists elsewhere in the universe.

On the other side of the debate is Harvard psychiatrist, John
Mack. In an interview on the PBS program NOVA, Mack talks about his
findings from interviews with over a hundred alien encounter
“experiencers.” Not only does Mack believe in extraterrestrial life, but he
also believes that aliens have visited earth and abducted human beings.
The basis of his belief lies in the common experiences described by
"experiencers” and the common injuries that are evident on their bodies
following the abductions. The details of the commonalities among the
testimonies of abductees are given by Mack to NOVA in this interview.

Conclusion

Though the literature selected for this review hardly represents the
vast amount of literature on the “Roswell Incident” and the alleged
“government cover-up,” nor the numerous press releases issued by the
Air Force on the subject, it does reflect the issues of the debate. Where
the debate between science and psychiatry is concerned, there are also
numerous articles written to support the findings of each. The common
ground between the two debates is that there is no concrete evidence to
support any of the positions, although each position feels that it has
such evidence.
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Bonds 4

Until a concrete piece of physical evidence is found that can shed
more light on the subject, the government will continue to stand by the
two released reports and the skeptics will continue to believe that
something is being withheld from them; scientists will continue to
demand physical evidence and psychiatrists will firmly stand by their
findings in the testimonies of “experiencers.” It has been said that
Americans have been distrustful of their government since the country
was established; however, where information of alien encounters are
concerned, many Americans feel that they have every reason to be.
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